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Rekonstrukce Karlin Hall zacina
Jaké bude nové sidlo Economie?

Odstartovala prvni etapa projektu Karlin
Hall, resp. rekonstrukce karlinské Kotlarny
v Praze 8 - architektonicky unikatni pra-
myslové haly, kterd se pfi zachovani své-
ho jedineéného industrialniho charakteru
zméni v nové sidlo vydavatelstvi Economia
o rozloze 6 500 m?. Rekonstrukci zastitu-
je developerska spolecnost Karlin Group,
kterd komplex prodala v zavéru loriského
roku znamému ceskému podnikateli Zderi-
ku Bakalovi. Na architektonickém konceptu
se podili praZzské studio AED project spolu
se svétoznamym ateliérem Ricarda Bofilla.
Generdlnim dodavatelem je firma Priimstav.
PFiblizné o rok a pul pozdéji ma ndsledovat
realizace druhé faze - moderni novostavby
s plochou cca 15 000 m?. Celkov4d investice
obou etap dosdhne 800 miliont korun.

Komplex Karlin Hall, ktery saha podél Pernerovy
ulice az téméf k ulici Thamoveé, tvofi dvé rozsah-
1é primyslové haly: Kotlarna a sousedni Sipkar-
na, znama také pod nazvem CKD Dukla. V prvni
fazi projektu bude kompletné renovovana starsi
Kotlarna, jedna z ikon prazské industridini ar-
chitektury. S osmnactimési¢nim odstupem pak
bude nasledovat druhd etapa reprezentovana
moderni novostavbou. Ta pojme vétsinu celko-
vé komeréni kapacity projektu — cca 22 300 m2,
a diky tomu zdstane Kotlarna a jeji plisobivy pra-
myslovy prostor zachovana v zasadé jako jedno-
podlazni budova. ,Rekonstrukce Kotlarny (Karlin
Halll) spole€né s vystavbou pfilehlé kancelarské
budovy (Karlin Hall I) pfeméni chétrajici komplex
a dosud nezastaveéné pozemky ve fungujici orga-
nismus, ktery vnese do oblasti nové urbanistické
kvality a pomUize zachranit relativné cenné a vy-
znamné dilo prazské primyslové architektury,”

uved| Ale§ Marek z AED project. Podle Tomase
Kadefabka z Tress Real Estate, ktery zastupuje
investora Zdenka Bakalu, potrva rekonstrukce
Kotlarny asi 12 mésict. Po dokonéeni demolic,
realizovanych béhem léta firmou Ptacek, pfijde
ke slovu spole¢nost Primstav, ktera zvitézila za-
Catkem zafi ve vybérovém fizeni, a v Fijnu 2011
zahaji hlavnimi stavebni prace. O Vanocich 2012
by se Economia méla stéhovat. Naklady na obé
etapy projektu dosahnou podle Tomase Kade-
fabka cca 800 milion(i korun. O projektovém fi-
nancovani se v sou¢asné dobé jedna.

Economia v novém

Cilem rekonstrukce je zachovat jedine¢nou in-
dustridini atmosféru objektu a soucasné vytvorit
nové sidlo pro vydavatelstvi nékolika vyznam-
nych periodik, novin a &asopistl. Ustfednim pro-
storem bude hala redakce, ktera bude zabirat

pfevaznou &ast pfizemi (5 000 m?) a také nové
vestavéné galerie o 1 000 m?. Hlavni vstup je na-
vrzen z centrdlni vstupni haly na vychodni strané
Kotlarny v Pernerové ulici. Navstévnik vstoupi
do prostorného atria, které bude spojovat obé
budovy - na strané jedné kancelére vydavatel-
stvi Economia, na opa&né prostory novostavby.
Prostranstvi, z néhoz budou pfistupné i dvé dalsi
najemni jednotky, ma slouzit i jako vefejna pasaz
do nové ulice, ktera povede napfi¢ komplexem
a vyusti v ulici Kfizikova.

Projekt svétla a prostoru

Jak uved! Ale§ Marek z AED project, nékteré zdé-
né konstrukce v halovém objektu jsou pozlstatky
plvodnich budov, prestozZe stézejni féze vystavby
probihala kolem roku 1910, kdy Kotlarna ziskala
soucasnou podobu: ,Fascinujici kovové piihradové
sloupy a zastfeSeni elegantnl’ slozitou, ale pFesto

Karlin Hall | - budouci centrala vydavatelstvi Economia v Praze 8 — Karliné = Architekt: Ricardo Bofill a AED project
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Karlin Hall’'s reconstruction begins
The look of Economia’s new headquarters

Karlin Hall | a Il — a new headquarters of Economia, Prague 8 — Karlin = Architect: Ricardo Bofill a AED project

The first phase of reconstruction has begun
on Karlin Hall’s Kotlarna in Prague 8. While re-
taining its particular industrial character, this
most architecturally rich part of the hall com-
plex is set to transform into the 6,500sqm he-
adquarters of the Economia publishing house.
Karlin Group, which sold the complex to well
known Czech businessman Zdenék Bakala at
the end of last year, is overseeing the recon-
struction. Prague’s own AED project is suppor-
ting the world-renowned firm of Ricardo Bofill
on the overall project design and Pramstav
will be carrying out Kotlarna’s reconstruction.
The project’s second phase, a modern buil-
ding of roughly 15,000sqm will complement
the first in approximately 18 months. The total
cost of the two phases is CZK 800m.

The Karlin Hall area, running along Pernerova
roughly at Thamova, includes a complex of two
large industrial buildings, the Kotlarna (boiler
works, in English), and the éipkérna, often refer-
red to as CKD Dukla, joined just behind it. The cur-
rent phase of reconstruction will fully renovate the
older Kotlarna, an almost iconic industrial structu-
re in the district thanks to its distinct architecture.
A second completely new building, to follow the
first in just over a year, represents the second
phase, and has been designed to handle most of
the overall project's commercial capacity — some
22,300sgm in all, it allows the Kotlarna, with its
impressive industrial space, to be preserved as
essentially a one-story structure. “Together with
the planned construction of the adjoining office
building, the reconstruction of the existing Kotlar-

na hall will transform the dilapidated complex and
the still-undeveloped lots into a functioning orga-
nism that will bring a new urban quality to the area
and help save a relatively valuable and impor-
tant work of Prague industrial architecture,” says
Ales Marek of AED project. Reconstruction of the
Kotlarna is expected to take about 12 months,
says Toma$ Kaderabek, of Tress Real Estate,
representing the investor, Zdenék Bakala. The
tender was awarded to Primstav at the beginning
of September, following cleanup work by Ptacek
during the summer, and the main construction will
start in October. Economia, he said, would like-
ly move in over the holidays at the end of 2012.
Reconstruction costs for both phases amount to
about CZK 800m and the company is in discussi-
on with several financing banks, he adds.
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dobre citelnou strukturou ty¢i ve viech smérech
zlistanou v téméF nezménéné podobé jako nosny
prvek zrekonstruovanych prostor.“ Vicelodni dispo-
zice a velkorysa dimenze prostoru prerusovaného
jen fadou pomérné stihlych sloupt dodavaji budo-
vé dramaticky raz. ,Tvaroslovi haly a synergie svét-
la a prostoru evokuje baziliku s vysokou hlavni lodi
uprostred a bo¢nimi lodémi po obou stranach, fika
Marek. ,Tvar a svétlo jsou pro estetiku haly kli¢o-
Ve, proto Upravy jen minimalné zasahnou do plasté
budovy. Vlastné jen nastéhujeme lidi a nabytek do
této industriaini baziliky.“ Okenni tabule v obfich
svétlicich i dalSich mistech budovy budou nahra-
zeny sklem splfiujicim moderni technické a te-
pelng-izolacni poZzadavky. ,Fasada do Pemerovy
ulice bude renovovana, ale jeji proporce, tvar oken
i jejich Clenéni, které jsou ukazkou vlivu secese na
primyslovou architekturu, zdstanou zachovany,”
popisuje architekt. Podlaha v budové bude dvojita,
na stavajici betonovou desku se osadi nova. Stény
plvodni budovy pak budou zevnitf vybaveny izola-
c¢i a novym obloZenim.

Architektonicky koncept

Kompozice projektu stoji podle AleSe Marka na
kontrastu ptvodniho priimyslového objektu s mo-
derni osmipodlazni novostavbou.,Zamérem je
vytvofit abstrakini fasadu z predsazenych skle-
nénych lamel, které potlaci méfitko nové budo-
vy.“ Budova mé dvé podzemni parkovaci podlazi.
Zatimco v hornich patrech vzniknou pronajimatel-
né kancelafské plochy, pfizemi, prvni nadzemni
a prvni podzemni podlazi zaplni kulturni a spo-
leCensky prostor k poradani vystav, divadelnich
pfedstaveni nebo konferenci. ,Bude to Ustfedni
bod, ,Events Hall“ celého komplexu, néco jako Lu-
cerna nebo Archa, velkorysy multifunkéni prostor
se dvéma galeriemi,“ popisuje Tomas Kadefabek
adodava, Ze prvni napad vzesel od Michaely Ma-
lacové Bakala, ktera chtéla vytvorit reprezentativ-
ni sél pro konani Miss Ceské republiky. ,Protoze
Miss probih& jen jednou za rok, rozhodli jsme se
vytvotit flexibilni prostor, ktery je mozné vyuZivat
celorocné i pro fadu dalSich kulturnich akci.”

A new space for business

The goal for Kotlarna’s refurbishment while reta-
ining the building’s unique industrial atmosphe-
re was to make suitable offices for a publisher:
a workspace for a selection of periodicals, new-
spapers and magazines. The central space will
be the hall for the editorial staff who will occu-
py the better part of the ground floor (about
5,000sgm) as well as a newly built gallery or
mezzanine of 1,000sgm. The main entrance to
the completed hall complex will be through a ga-
teway on the east side of the Kotlarna building on
Pernerova St. Visitors will enter an open-space
plaza area which connects the two buildings —
to the left, the Economia offices, to the right, the
new building. The plaza, which will access two
additional rental units, also serves as a public
passage, through to a new street dividing the
property and leading to Kfizikova St.

Design in light and space

While masonry from some of the load-bearing
walls of the original construction remains, the
crucial stage of the Kotlarna hall's construction
was around 1910, when the hall took on its cur-
rent appearance, says Ales Marek of AED pro-
ject: “The riveted steel trussing in the columns
and elegant roof structure — a complex though
discernable pattern of rods in all directions — has
been preserved almost unchanged until the pre-
sent and is an important part of the reconstructi-
on.” The building’s layout, with its multiple bays
and large space interrupted by rows of relatively
narrow columns, gives a dramatic spatial effect.
“The shape of the hall and feeling of light and
space is like a basilica, with a high nave in the
centre and the lower aisles running along each
side,” says Marek. “Both shape and light are the
key to the design of the hall, so there will be a mi-
nimum of fit-out which touches the shell, we are
just inserting the people and furniture into this in-
dustrial basilica.” Window panes in the enormous
skylights as well as elsewhere in the structure will
be replaced with glass meeting modern thermal/

technical requirements. “The fagade facing Per-
nerova Street will be repaired while preserving its
proportions, as well as the window formats and
their articulation, which show the influence of Art
Nouveau on industrial architecture, adds Ales
Marek. Double flooring will be provided by instal-
ling an access floor on top of the existing concre-
te floor plate, and the original building walls will
be insulated and lined from the inside.

Completing the concept

With the new building, eight storeys in all, Ma-
rek explains that an appropriate contrast will
be effected between the existing and new buil-
dings. “The intention with the new is to create
an abstract facade made up of protruding glass
lamellas, which suppresses the building’s scale.”
The building will have two underground parking
levels. While upper floors will offer office space
for rent, the ground level, first floor and first level
underground will be used as a multifunctional
cultural and social hall for exhibitions, theatre
presentations and conferences. “It will be the
complex’s Event Hall; it will have two levels of
decks and will look and function something like
Lucerna, or even Archa, as a multi-use space,’
says Tomas$ Kaderabek, explaining that the idea
came from Michaela Malacova Bakala, who
wanted to create an event space for Miss Czech
Republic. “As that event is only happening once
ayear, we decided to create a flexible space that
could be used for other cultural events at any
time throughout the year.”

Karlin Hall — before refurbishment




